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Climate Negotiations Time-Line 
•! 1992 Rio: World Summit / Earth Summit - Following years of work by 

environmentalists, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) is set up.  

•! 1997 Kyoto: The Kyoto Protocol, which every wealthy country except the US 
ratified, put a cap on emissions and created a system for reaching at least 
5% reduction by 2012. In 2012, the first commitment period ends. Countries 
must agree to a second commitment period — or the Kyoto Protocol 
becomes irrelevant 

•! 2007 Bali: The Bali Road Map sets out a two-year process to finalizing a 
binding agreement in Copenhagen.  

•! 2009 COP15 Copenhagen: UNFCCC fails to negotiate a legally binding 
agreement. Instead wealthy countries push the pledge-based, non-binding 
Copenhagen Accord. Ecuador and Bolivia block the Accord, but the Accord 
sets the stage for future talks.  

•! 2010 Cochabamba: 35,000 people from 140 countries gathered in Bolivia to 
initiate the Cochabamba Accord. 

•! 2010 COP16 Cancun: Latest UNFCCC round. Cochabamba Accord is ignored. 
Copenhagen Accord defines the debate, continuing to push a voluntary 
pledge-based system, and market-based solutions. REDD negotiations are 
stalled by social movements. Agreement to a 2nd Kyoto period is verbalized – 
likely to be toothless. 

•! 2011 COP17 Durban 
•! 2012 COP18 Doha: The first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol came 

to an end. 
•! 2013 COP19 Warsaw: Cop 19 G77 and China bloc led 132 poor countries in a 

walk 
•! 2014 COP20 Lima 
•! 2015 COP21 Paris 
•! 2016 COP22 Marrakech 

Some Useful Definitions 
UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  

COP: Conference of the Parties  

UNDRIP: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Annex 1: Group of 30+ of the most industrialized nations 

G-77 (The Group of 77): established in 1964, it is a group of now 134 “developing” nations 

REDD: Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation is designed to use market incentives to reduce the emissions of 
greenhouse gases from deforestation and forest degradation. Many call REDD “CO2lonialism of forests” or capitalism of the trees and air. 
REDD will give more control over Indigenous Peoples’ forests to state forest departments, loggers, miners, plantation companies, traders, 
lawyers, speculators, brokers, Washington conservation organizations and Wall Street, resulting in violations of rights, loss of livelihoods –and 
forest loss. 

Climate Mitigation vs. Adaptation: Mitigation refers to the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere to prevent global 
warming, while adaptation refers to the changes needed to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change. The US and others block G-77 
proposals for a democratic UN fund for adaptation, and use adaptation as a means to bully and strong arm individual countries in the Global 
South –a new form of Structural Adjustment Programs – “you behave or we will not help you out of this mess that we created.”  

We would love to make this sheet even more useful. Please email suggestion / corrections / additions to Brooke@thewatershedcenter.org 
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2010 Cochabamba Accord:  
People’s Agreement on Climate Change and the 
Rights of Mother Earth 

• 50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2017 

• Stabilizing temperature rises to 1°C and 300 
Parts Per Million 

• Acknowledging the climate debt owed by 
developed countries 

• Full respect for Human Rights and the inherent 
rights of indigenous people 

• Universal declaration of rights of Mother Earth 
to ensure harmony with nature 

• Establishment of an International Court of 
Climate Justice 

• Rejection of carbon markets and 
commodification of nature and forests through 
REDD 

• Promotion of measures that change the 
consumption patterns of developed countries 

• End of intellectual property rights for 
technologies useful for mitigating climate 
change  

• Payment of 6 percent of developed countries’ 
GDP to addressing climate change 


